CONSTITUTIONAL LIMITS ON THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT
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The writers of the U.S. Constitution, known as the Framers, protected Americans against the government’s abuse of power. To set limits on power, the Framers divided the federal government into three branches. This separation of powers sets up three branches with its own powers and responsibilities. Influenced by French Enlightenment thinker Baron de Montesquieu, the Framers believed that to protect the people’s liberty, each branch would have different tasks. This separation of powers would limit the ability of any one branch from getting too much power. 
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In a separation of powers system, the power of government is not given to any one branch. Instead, some of the power is given to each branch. The legislative branch has the power to create new laws, the executive branch has the power to carry out and enforce laws, and the judicial branch has the power to interpret laws.

This system was set up to limit the authority of the government. However,    

the Framers still feared that one branch of government could have more power than the other two. To make sure that none of the three branches would become too powerful, they established checks and balances. The principle of checks and balances allows each branch of government to limit the power of the other branches. 
Each branch of government can check the powers of the other branches. The executive branch may veto laws passed by Congress, nominate certain government officials and Supreme Court justices, and propose new legislation. The president can make treaties, but the Senate must ratify the treaties. The legislative branch can impeach (House of Representatives) and convict (Senate) the president, other members of the executive branch, and federal judges. Congress may pass laws over the president's veto by a two-thirds majority vote of both houses (the Senate and the House of Representatives). The legislative branch may reject appointments made by the president. They may propose amendments to the United States Constitution. The judicial branch (the courts) may decide that executive actions and laws passed by Congress are unconstitutional. This is called the power of judicial review. Judicial review is an important check on the legislative and executive branches. The Supreme Court case that established the power of judicial review is Marbury v. Madison. This system of shared powers spelled out in the U.S. Constitution makes sure that we have limited government to prevent the government from abusing its power.
